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23 APR 1965

Honorable J. W. Fulbright
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing you in response to your recent request for the
Agency's views on 5. Con, Res. 17, expressing the sense of the
Congress that Soviet persecution of Jews and other perscns because
of their religion be condemned.

While it would not be appropriate for this Agency to comment
on the propriety of Congressional enactment of this resolution, we
are pleased to provide the Committee with some factual information
which the Committee might find useful.

In the past year, there have been signs that the Soviet regime
is concerned to improve its public image by gestures calculated to
“disprove" charges of anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union. This trend
was apparent well before Khrushchev's ouster in October 1964 and had
continued under the new leadership. The Jewish community in Minsk,
a city visited frequently by western tourists, was granted unusual
permission last fall to purchase alternate quarters when their old
synagogue was torn down to make way for a housing development.
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Ths press carmpaign concerning sconor:ic erimes, In which
Jews were oiten the accused, hns been significanily redoced. Two
Jews conviciad of sconor:ic erinces last year have heen officially
sxonerated, with due publicity accozded their cases in the central
press. There bave also been announcer.ente of plass io increase
publication of Soviet authors who write in the Yiddieh langoage, and
2 Russian-Yiddish dictionary has been promised for later this vear.

The superficiality of thess gesiures is suggssted, howaver,
by the fact that & western correspondent wan able to find only one
backsiore in the city of Moscow which had received any coples of 2
recently annosunced coliection of Yiddish prose, and it had recelved
only 30 copiea. There are an estiz:ated 300, 000 Jews la Moscow.

slong with all other religicns, Judsis:i: continues 1o be a
target in the anti-veligious campaign, and anti-Semitic articles
sporsdically appear in the provincial press snder the guise of athelst
propagands. Jews ars still the only officially recognised national
m:inority in the Soviet Unlon Iacking their own schosls, naswspapers,
publishing bouses, and perrcanent theatsrs.

1 hope that this information will be of help te the Commdties
in ite consideration of 5. Con. Res. 17.

The Bureas of the Budget kas advised it bas no ohjection 10 the
subrndssion of this report fron: the standpolat of the Ady inistuﬁm‘
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The Honorable John A. McCone
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr, McCone:

Enclosed 1s a copy of S, Con. Res. 17
submitted on February 2, 1965 by Senator
Ribicoff (for himself and others).

The Committee would appreclate having com-
ments on this resolutionfrom the Central
Intelligence Agency.

Sincerely yours,
%WJ. Fulbright

Chalrman

Enclosure

Approved For Release 2006/10/18 : CIA-RDP67B00446R000400150003-8



Approved For Release 2006/10/18 : CIA-BDP67B00446R000400150003-8

Vlnifed Diafes Henale v »

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

The Honorable John A. McCone
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D, C.
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

FEBRUARY 2, 1965

Mr. Rmrcorr (for himself, Mr. Arrorr, Mr. BArTLETT, Mr. Bavm, Mr. Bex-
~erT, Mr. Bogas, Mr. Brewster, Mr. Burpick, Mr. Byrp of Virginia, Mr,
Byrp of West Virginia, Mr. Can~on, Mr. Casg, Mr. Crark, Mr. CoOPER,
Mr. Doop, Mr. Dominick, Mr. Douaras, Mr. Fax~Nin, Mr. Fong, Mr.
Gruenive, Mr. Harr, Mr. Hartke, Mr. Horranp, Mr. Hrusga, Mr.
Ivouys, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Javirs, Mr. Kennepy of Massachusetts, Mr.
Ken~epy of New York, Mr. Kucuer, Mr. Lavscus, Mr, Loxe of Missouri,
Mr. Maexuson, Mr. McCartiry, Mr. MoCreLnaN, Mr. McGer, Mr. Mc-
Govern, Mr, MoInTYRE, Mr. McNAMARA, Mr. MercaLr, Mr. Mivrer, Mr.
Mowpare, Mr. MonroNEY, Mr. MoxTOYA, Mr. Morsg, Mr. Morron, Mr.
Moss, Mr. Muxpr, Mr. MurrHY, Mr. NeLsoN, Mrs. NEuRERGER, M1, Pas-
TORE, Mr. PEaRsoN, Mr. Prrr, Mr. Proxumire, Mr. Raxporru, Mr, SALTON-
sTALL, Mr. Scorr, Mr. StmpsoN, Mr. SmATHERS, Mrs. Symirrr, Mr. SymixNg-
ToN, Mr. Tuurmonp, Mr. Tower, Mr. Typines, Mr. WirLiams of New
Jersey, Mr. Y areoroueH, and Mr. Youne of Ohio) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations '

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Whereas the Congress of the United States deeply believes in
freedom of religion for all people and is opposed to infringe-
ment of this freedom anywhere in the world; and

Whereas abundant evidence has made clear that the Government
of the Soviet Union is persecuting Jewish citizens by singling
them out for extreme punishment for alleged economic of-

VII-O
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fenses, by confiséating synagogues, by closing Jewish ceme-
teries, birwfzrrestmg rabbis 4nd lay religious leaders, by
curtailing religious observances, by discriminating against
Jews in cultural activities and access to higher education, by
imposing restrictions that prex?ent the reuniting of Jews with
their families in other lands, and by other acts that oppress

Jews in the free exercise of their faith ; and

Whereas the Soviet Union has a clear opportunity to match the
words of its constitutional guarantees of freedom of religion
with specific actions so that the world may know whether
there is a genuine hope for a new day of better under-

" standing among all people: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives
concurring), That it is the sense of the Congress that persc-
cution of any persons because of their religion by the Sovict
Union be condemned, and that the Soviet Union in the name

of decency and humanity cease executing persons for alleged

Sy v = W b -

cconomic offenses, and fully permit the free exercise of reli-

gion and the pursuit of culture by Jews and all others within

w3

its borders.
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3 S, CON. RES. 17
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To express the sense of Congress against the
persecution of persons by Soviet Russia be-
cause of their religion.

By Mr. Risrcorr, Mr. ALLoTT, Mr. BARTLETT, Mr. BAYH,
Mr. BeENNETT, Mr. Boges, Mr. BREWSTER, Mr. BUR-
DICK, Mr. BYRD of Virginia, Mr. Byrp of West Vir-
ginia, Mr. Cannon, Mr. Case, Mr. CLARK, Mr.
CoopEr, Mr. Dobp, Mr. DoMINICE, Mr. DoUGLAS,
Mr. FANNIN, Mr. FoNe, Mr. GRUENING, Mr. HaRT,
Mr. HarTEE, Mr. HorraNp, Mr. HRUSKa, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. JacksoN, Mr. Javirs, Mr. KENNEDY of
Massachusetts, Mr. KeENxNepy of New York, Mr.
KUCHEL, Mr. LAUuscHE, Mr. LoNe of Missouri, Mr.
MaeNUSON, Mr. McCarrryY, Mr. McCLELLAN, Mr.
McGEE, Mr. McGoverN, Mr. McINTYRE, Mr. Mc-
NaMARA, Mr. METCALF, Mr. MILLER, Mr. MONDALE,
Mr. MONRONEY, Mr. MONTOY A, Mr. MORSE, Mr. MoR-
TON, Mr. Moss, Mr. MuNDT, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. NEL-
5ON, Mrs. NEUBERGER, Mr. PasTORE, Mr. PEARSON,
Mr. PeiL, Mr. PrRoXMIRE, Mr. RANDOLPH, Mr. Sai~
TONSTALL, Mr. ScorT, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. SMATHERS,
Mrs. SMI1TH, Mr. SYMINGTON, Mr. THURMOND, Mr.
TOWER, Mr. TypiNgs, Mr. WiLLiaMs of New Jersey,
Mr. YarBorOUGH, and Mr. Youne of Ohio

FEBRUARY 2, 1965
Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

’

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee has
requested Agency comments on S. Con. Res. 17,
expressing the sense of Congress that Soviet
persecution of Jews be condemned.

The proposed report deals with what we know
about Soviet persecution, without expressing
Agency views on the resolution as such.

The Deputy Director for Intelligence
originated the proposed report, and Bureau of
the Budget clearance i
on 2 April 1965.

THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR

John b{Warner
éégism' P & TBT%hss

(DATE)

25%11

FORM NO. |0| REPLACES FORM 10-101

1 AUG 54

WHICH MAY BE USED.
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Leg. Counsel
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BUILDING
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